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Window Seat
M. p AVO NETTI
WITH REVIEWS BY LORI A.
BY LINDA

BEACH AND LEAH VAN BELLE

F

all is my favorite time of year. There are many reasons: burnt orange and persimmon leaves, apples,
pumpkins, and acorn squash, bonfires, hayrides, and a chill in the air. After years of reveling in the joys
of autumn, I've realized that the thing I love most is meeting and interacting with my new students. I
miss gossiping about books with them and other teachers-did you read the new Gantos Book? What do you
think? How about Gail Carson Levine's new fairy tale, Fairest (HarperCollins, 2006)-it's her best since Ella
Enchanted. And I miss read aloud time. I love sharing books that I adore with children and adults-to enjoy
their laughter, shock, and tears as they accompany me into an imaginary land or adventure.

When I taught first grade, there was one book always on my desk-Jim Trelease's Read-Aloud Handbook.
When parents asked how they could help their children become better readers, I'd hand them the book and
tell them to return it when they could. I have purchased many copies, but it's been worthwhile-because it is
impossible to read that book without understanding several important points: 1) Reading aloud to children
is essential; 2) Interacting with children about books-talking about them, going to the library or book store,
giving them as gifts, setting up a bookshelf-indicates their significance in our lives; 3) Personally reading
(as a teacher or parent) provides invaluable example; 4) Setting aside quiet reading time-at home or in our
classrooms-allows time for practicing a skill everyone must possess to survive.
Trelease's book is not the only read aloud manual on the market. But to my mind, it is still the best. The
6th edition has just been released, and I've already skimmed it to see what's changed. If you are new to the
classroom and overwhelmed by testing worries; if you are a veteran educator but -need a quick refresher on
why reading to students of all ages is vital; if you are a parent; the most important two hours of this season
will be the ones you spend reading The Read-Aloud Handbook.
Other recommended books about reading aloud with children:
Codell, Esme Raji. (2003). How to get your child to love reading: For ravenous and reluctant readers alike.
Chapel Hill, NC: Algonquin Books.
Fisher, Bobbi., & Medvic, Emily Fisher. (2003). For reading out loud: Planning and practice. Portsmouth, NH:
Heinemann.
Fox, Mem. (2001). Reading magic: Why reading aloud to our children will change their lives forever. New York:
Harcourt.
Freeman, Judy. (2006). Books kids will sit still for 3: A read-aloud guide. Westport, CT: Libraries Unlimited.
Trelease, Jim. (2006). The read-aloud handbook. (6th ed.). New York: Penguin Books.
For those who are serious about the theory that underpins reading aloud and silent reading, van Kleeck,
Stahl, and Bauer's compilation of scholarly research articles will provide some insights.
Van Kleeck, A., Stahl, S. A., & Bauer, E. B. (Eds.). (2003). On reading books to children: Parents and teachers.
Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

A Teacher's Dozen: Twelve Great New Books with a Focus on Math
by Leah van Belle
Clements, Andrew. (2006). A Million Dots. (Ill. by Mike Reed). New York: Simon & Schuster. Unpaged.
ISBN: 0-689-85824-8. (Hardcover); $16.95.
''You're one in a million." "Thanks a million." "Who wants to be a millionaire?" It seems like references to all
those zeros are thrown around pretty casually, but how do kids really wrap their minds around a number as
great as one million? One thousand is a big number that older kids can begin to grasp ... but a million? It can
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baffle the mind. Andrew Clements, beloved for his school novels, like Frindle and
Lunch Money, and Mike Reed (Shake D'em Halloween Bones) take a playful look
at the daunting number, with one million dots spread in arrays throughout
the course of the book, and with silly factoids at tally points along the way.
For example, dot number 464,000 invites the reader to pause and consider
that, "It would take 464,000 school-lunch cartons of chocolate milk to fill a
20-by-40-foot swimming pool. (Please pass the straws.)" The dots continue
across the pages, until the count ends at 1,000,000. Having a visual representation of one million objects can help kids begin to understand the sheer
enormity of all those zeros, but just as importantly, they have fun with this
playful math book.

Cronin, Doreen. (2006). Click, Clack, Splish, Splash. (Ill. by Betsy Lewin).
New York: Simon & Schuster/Atheneum. Unpaged. ISBN: 0-68987716-1. (Hardcover); $12.95.
Farmer Brown's crazy barnyard animals are back! First they were writing
out their demands (Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type); next they were
playing pranks (Giggle, Giggle, Quack); and then they were on to alphabetizing (Click, Clack, Quackity-Quack). Readers of all ages will delight in the newest
barnyard adventure-a collective effort to rescue the fish from the aquarium in
the farmhouse!
DiTerlizzi, Tony. (2006). G is for One Gzonk!. New York: Simon & Schuster.
Unpaged. ISBN: 0-689-85290-8. (Hardcover); $16.95.
Think Dr. Seuss meets Jon Sciezka, and you'll be close to the quirky zaniness of
Toni DiTerlizzi (illustrator of The Spiderwick Chronicles and the Caldecott Honor
book The Spider and the Fly). G is for One Gzonk! begins as an alphabet book of
fantastical creatures-"E is for an Evil Eog, with hateful horrid breath, and if you
sniff a little whiff, you may be faced with death!"-but soon morphs into a counting book as well, although the math is as wacky as the creatures. "Count
for me, smarty, the hairs on his head. Divide that by how many ears,
multiply that by the stripes on his tongue, and subtract his age in dog
years." This is a book that will amuse readers of all ages, but the layers
of detail and the sarcastic humor will particularly tickle the sophisticated
funny bones of upper elementary readers.
Durango, Julia. (2006). Cha-Cha Chimps. (Ill. by Eleanor Taylor). New
York: Simon & Schuster. Unpaged. ISBN: 1-689-86456-6. (Hardcover); $15.95.
Tucked amidst the trees of the jungle, the Mambo Jamba dance club is just
the place for the animals to dance the night away. The rhino hustles, the
lion struts, and the meerkat macarenas, but "Ee-ee- 00-00- ah-ah-ah! Ten
little chimps do the cha-cha-cha!" Everyone's boogie-woogie dancing to their
hearts' content, counting down from 10 to 1, that is until Mamma Chimp
comes to bring her little ones back to their treetop bed. Young readers will
love the book's rhythmic rhyme and infectious refrain.
Kelly, Mij. (2006). One More Sheep. (Ill. by Russell Ayto). Atlanta:
Peachtree. Unpaged. ISBN: 1-56145-355-2. (Hardcover); $16.95.
Sam is worried about his 10 sheep during a wild thunderstorm one evening,
so he tucks them all snuggly into his big cozy bed for the night. Before going
to sleep, Sam knows that he should count the sheep to make sure each "mutton-
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head" is safe, but there's one little problem-Sam can't count that high before
falling asleep! Luckily, the sheep are a bit better at math (and staying awake)
than Sam is, and they find a way to help him out just in time to save them all
from the hungry wolf who is pounding at the door.

Laminack, Lester L. (2006). Jakes' 100 th Day of School. (Ill. by Judy Love).
Atlanta: Peachtree. Unpaged. ISBN: 1-56145-378-1. (Hardcover); $16.95.
Excitement runs high as students prepare for the school-wide celebration
of the 100 th day of school, and Jake's class is joining in the counting fun
by bringing in exactly one hundred of something they love. There are 100
bottle caps, 100 marbles, 100 beads in braided hair, 100 origami cranes,
100 ants in an ant farm, and even a great-aunt who is 100 years old, but
Jake has forgotten his special collection at home! Fortunately, the principal has something she's willing to share, if Jake will do the counting. Judy
Love's illustrations capture all the small, important details and emotions of
young children and their busy school days, as did her illustrations in First
Day Jitters.
Lewison, Wendy Cheyette. (2006). Two is for Twins. (Ill. by Hiroe
Nakata). New York: Viking. 40 pp. ISBN: 0-670-06128-X. (Hardcover);
$16.99.
Most counting books include a host of numbers, but Two is for Twins is the
equivalent of a Sesame Street number of the day-an entire book dedicated
to one number, the wonderful 2, because it is "Two times the hugs, two
times the fun." Fun-time two-ness is to be found at home, at school, and at
a birthday party for twins, who are "two-er than anyone."
Ljungkvist, Laura. (2006). Follow the Line. New York: Viking. 32 pp. ISBN:
1-670-06049-6. (Hardcover); $16.99.
Who would have thought that a simple line could be so much fun? The line beckons to the reader to put her finger down on the page and actually feel the delight
of the twisting, twirling contortions the line takes as it makes up everything
from city skyscrapers and cars in a traffic jam, to animals of the sea and
woodlands. The book further engages its audience with questions along the
way that ask the reader to count things in the illustrations-fire hydrants,
"people with freckles," and even little things like dragonflies and pinecones.
One of the double-page spreads of the cityscape also invites the reader to
find particular geometric shapes in the street signs. (LvB)
Miura, Taro. (2006). Ton. San Francisco: Chronicle Books. Unpaged.
ISBN: 0-8118-5246-6. (Hardcover); $15.95.

TARO MIURA
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Construction sites, heavy machinery, and trains-all objects of fascination
for many young children, and Taro Miura uses them to illustrate mass.
Beginning with a worker holding a 50-pound steel bar, the text is limited
to the mass of each object: steel beam held by two workers =100 lbs., or
wheelbarrow full of gravel =100 lbs. Several objects later, the text moves
to equivalent measurements: forklift load of bricks= 2,000 lbs. =1 ton.
Further into the book, the cars of a train link up to sum the masses of
their loads, and two fold-out pages of an enormous freighter illustrate the
grandness of 10,000 tons. The book ends with a note on equivalencies of
kilograms and pounds.
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Raschka, Chris. (2006). Five for a Little One. New York: Simon & Schuster/
Atheneum. Unpaged. ISBN: 0-689-84599-5. (Hardcover); $16.95.
Chris Raschka, winner of the Caldecott medal for The Hello Goodbye Window and
the Caldecott honor for Yo? Yes!, brings his playful, minimalist text and artwork to
a concept book about the five senses. Young readers will enjoy joining Bunny in exploring the world around him through his "noble
nose," "happy ears," "clever eyes," "lucky tongue," and "playful
paws." Raschka shows a clear understanding of the preschool and
kindergarten reader, with just enough text and illustration on each
page to engage his audience and keep them engaged.
Rand, Ann. (2006). Little 1. (Ill. by Paul Rand). San Francisco:
Chronicle Books. Unpaged. ISBN: 0-8118-5004-8. (Hardcover); $15.95.
First published in 1962, Little 1 has been reprinted to delight a new
generation of young readers (and counters!). Preschool and kindergarten children will find Little l's search for a friend familiar and
endearing. They will root for Little 1, who is lonely: "He could hop
and skip and spin, but he never had much fun because he was only
l." Hoping to befriend other numbers, Little 1 journeys out into the
world. Sadly, the first number he meets, 2, wants no part of him,"2 is company,
but 2 plus 1 is 3, and that would be a crowd," and none of the other numbers want
him either ... that is until "a bright red hoop came looping by." Luckily the number 0 is looking for a friend, too!
Weeks, Sarah. (2006). Counting Ovejas. (Ill. by David Diaz). New York: Simon &
Schuster/Atheneum. Unpaged. ISBN: 0-689-86750-6. (Hardcover); $17.99.
It's hard to be a wee one with insomnia, but thank goodness for sheep-oh-sofluffy, and oh-so-countable! Told in Spanish and English, with pronunciation
guides for the Spanish, Counting Ouejas is a predictable patterned text
that invites readers to join in as a young boy who can't fall asleep shoos
brightly colored sheep out of his bedroom, even carting them out in
wheelbarrows and wagons. The illustrations by David Diaz (Caldecott
Medal winner for Smokey Night and Pura Belpre Honor winner for The
Pot That Juan Built) infuse the text with a gentle playfulness that gradually gives way to a quiet, sleepy palette as the little boy drifts off to sleep.

Picture Storybooks and Fun Read-Alouds
Danneberg, Julie. (2006). Last Day Blues. (Ill. by Judy Love). Watertown, MA: Charlesbridge. Unpaged. ISBN: 978-1-58089-046-5
(Hardcover); $16.95.
Mrs. Sarah Jane Hartwell, who debuted in First Day Jitters (2000) then
First Year Letters (2003), is back! Julie Danneberg continues her exploration of elementary school life with Last Day Blues, one of the few books
that celebrates the end of the school year. Mrs. Hartwell's class speculates
on how sad she'll be when they leave for the summer. Teachers and
students will laugh together as Mrs. Hartwell's students puzzle over the
perfect year-end gift and worry about how their teachers feel on that last
day of school. Julie Danneberg continues to use wit and humor with her
insight into this "typical" elementary classroom and Judy Love's illustrations capture the excitement, emotion and joy of the last days of school. (LAB)
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Lehman, Barbara. (2006). Museum Trip. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. unpaged.
ISBN: 0-618-58125-1 (Hardcover). $15.00.
How can we read aloud when the book is wordless? It's easy if the author-illustrator is Caldecott Honor recipient Barbara Lehman. Her observant protagonist from
The Red Book (Houghton Mifflin, 2005) is back, this time on a field trip to the local
art museum. When he pauses to tie his shoe, under a self-portrait by Vincent Van
Gogh, the rest of the class continue on its tour. Students will be more than willing
to create a story to accompany the boy's mysterious, labyrinthian passage through
the secret corridors-of his mind?-or is he really wandering through the museum?
Pinkney, Sandra. (2006). Read And Rise. (Ill. by Myles Pinkney). New York:
Scholastic/Cartwheel Books. Unpaged. ISBN: 0-439-30929-8 (Hardcover).
$15.99.
Bold, colorful pages frame children of various ages engaged in
playing, pretending, reading, and listening to stories as they are
Photographs by Myle~ C. Pinkney
read by parents, care-givers, teachers, and librarians. Each page
follows a format like the following one: "Inside the library/lost in a
book/putting out fires/rescuing people" and each section ends with
a double page spread that proclaims, "Read and Rise."

READ AND RISE
by Sandra L. Pinkney

Soto, Gary. (2006). My Little Car. (Ill. by Pamela Paparone). New
York: Penguin Putnam Philomel. unpaged. ISBN: 0-399-23220-6
(Hardcover). $15.99.
For her birthday, Teresa receives a carrito from her Abuelito Benito
to replace her outgrown tricycle. It's her first lowrider-and it even
has flames! Soon the thrill wears off; she forgets to put it away-and
her father dents it with his truck. Rust forms from leaving it in the
rain. When Abuelito arrives, he doesn't recognize his gift. Together
they work on cleaning and repairing Teresa's carrito. Through her grandfather's
gentle tutelage, Teresa learns a fitting lesson in cooperation and responsibility.

Wallace, Nancy Elizabeth. (2006). The Kindness Quilt. Tarrytown, NY:
Marshall Cavendish. unpaged. ISBN: 0-7614-5313-X (Hardcover). $16.99.
Mrs. Bloom reads one of Aesop's fables-"The Lion and the Mouse"-to
her kindergarten class. During discussion time, the children share acts
of kindness they remember, then begin a "do-and-draw-and-share Kindness Project." This becomes a quilt that they hang in the hallway. Like
all good projects, this one grows and soon the entire school is participating. The collage bunny and rabbit characters make the book appropriate for younger students, but the concept is a great one-especially at
the beginning of the school year.

Folk Tales
Forest, Heather. (2006). The Little Red Hen. (Ill. by Susan Gaber).
Little Rock, AR: August House. Unpaged. ISBN: 978-0-87483-795-7
(Hardcover); $16.95.
A new twist on an old tale, Little Red Hen deals with Dog, Cat, and
Mouse who would much rather play than help with chores until, of
course, it comes to eating Little Red Hen's delicious cake. Teamwork
conquers laziness in a story that is perfect for retelling lessons. Susan
Gaber's vibrant whimsical acrylic, pastel and cut paper illustrations
capture the spirit of Heather Forest's rhyming text. (LAB)
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Pinkney, Jerry. (2006). The Little Red Hen. New York: Dial Books for Young
Readers. unpaged. ISBN: 0-8037-2935-9 (Hardcover); $16.99.
Another new edition of this perennial favorite features Jerry Pinkney's lovely
watercolor illustrations. Attentive readers will notice that the miller is Pinkney
himself-appropriately depicted with watercolors, paints, and a sketch of the
little red hen next to his grist mill. An added benefit to new readers is that each
of the characters' names is bolded in an alternative font with a unique color for
each animal.
MacDonald, Margaret Read. (2006). Go to Sleep, Gecko! (Ill. by Geraldo Valerio). Little Rock, AR: August House. Unpaged. ISBN: 978-0-87483-780-3
(Hardcover); $16.95.
Gecko is having trouble sleeping; the light from the fireflies keeps waking him.
Gecko, however, learns that "it takes a village" and that all things are connected
when he complains to the village chief, Elephant, and learns the true purpose
of fireflies. This whimsical Balinese folktale is perfect for retelling. Geraldo
Valerio's bright acrylic illustrations complement Margaret Read MacDonald's
simple text. (LAB)
McKissack, Patricia. (2006). Porch Lies: Tales of Slicksters, Tricksters, and
other Wily Characters. (Ill. by Andre Carrilho). New York: Random House/
Schwartz & Wade. 148 pp. ISBN: 0-375-37583-6195 (Hardcover). $18.95.
Tall tales go by many different names and "porch lies" is another designation.
The subtitle tells the story, however; this book is chock-a-block with tales of
slicksters, tricksters, and other wily characters. In her introduction, McKissack describes one of her favorite, and most memorable tricksters-Pete
Bruce. She explains how her grandfather used the larger-than-life stories
"as a vehicle to teach a value, to encourage us to think critically, or just to
entertain us by putting a little joy in an otherwise gray day" (p. xi). This
storyteller's anthology offers at least 10 days' worth of tales to enjoy.

Short Novels for Beginning Readers
Arnold, Tedd. (2006). Super Fly Guy. New York: Scholastic/Cartwheel Books.
30 pp. ISBN: 0-439-63904-2 (Hardcover). $5.99.
Hi! Fly Guy (Scholastic, 2005) weighed in as a 2006 honor book for the new
Theodor Seuss Geisel Award for Beginning Reader Books. Now Fly Guy's
back-and going to school with his friend Buzz. Trouble is awaiting him in the
lunchroom when Roz, the cook, is fired because she allows Fly Guy to hang
around. The new cook is a tyrant, and soon even the principal regrets firing
Roz. Will Super Fly Guy fall prey to a fly swatter? Or will Buzz's plan save
the day? The illustrations are enough to gross out even the most unfaltering
fans-but that's also part of the attraction.
Fleischman, Sid. (2006). The White Elephant. (Ill. by Robert McGuire). New
York: HarperCollins/ Greenwillow. 128 pp. ISBN: 0-06-113136-9 (Read in
bound galleys). $15.99.
Part of this tale's charm is that it explains the legendary origins of the expression
"white elephant." The story takes place in a small village in ancient Siam. RunRun is an orphan-alone except for his gargantuan elephant whose grueling toil in
the scorching sun provides enough for both of them to survive. One day, Run-Run
and Walking Mountain save the crown prince from a man-eating tiger. To reward
the boy, the prince bestows a gift that is also a curse. This is the perfect literary
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tale to entice good readers who are almost ready to leave illustrated books behind.
The story is gripping with a touch of mystery, and the occasional illustrations only
add to the allure of a distant time and place.

Gregorich, Barbara. (2006). Waltur Buys a Pig in a Poke and Other Stories. (Ill.
by Kristin Sorra). Boston: Houghton Mifflin. 64 pp. ISBN: 0-618-4 7306-8
(Hardcover). $15.00.
Three more stories for reading aloud to the entire class, alone during silent reading time, or with a pal during shared reading. Each chapter explains a different
idiom: don't buy a pig in a poke; don't count your chickens before they're hatched;
you can lead a horse to water ....
Haas, Jessie. (2006). Jigsaw Pony. (Ill. by Ying-Hwa Hu). New York: HarperCollins/ Greenwillow. 128 pp. ISBN: 0-06-078245-5 (Read in bound galleys).
$14.99.
Fran and Kiera are twins who rarely agree on anything. There's one thing they
both want-a pony. When their dad brings one home to them-in the back seat of
his car-they learn some lessons about caring for pets and each other.

Novels
Balliett, Blue. (2006). The Wright 3. (Ill. by Brett Helquist). New York: Scholastic
Press. 314pp. ISBN: 0-439-69367-5 (Hardcover); $16.99.
The Wright 3, Blue Balliett's sophomore novel, continues where Chasing Vermeer
left off. It's another fast-paced who dunnit-this time involving intrigue inside
another Chicago landmark-Frank Lloyd Wright's Robie House. Petra and Calder,
along with Calder's friend Tommy, fight to save the Robie House from the bulldozer. Blue Balliett's research into Frank Lloyd Wright and the Robie House is
evident as the three kids discover the long history of one of Frank Lloyd Wright's
masterpieces. The labyrinth of clues unravels not only in Balliett's text, but also
through the additional hints Brett Helquist slyly weaves into the illustrations
Once again, intermediate and middle school readers will enthusiastically dive into
the mystery hoping to solve it before Petra, Calder and Tommy. (LAB)
Curtis Ryan, Dian. (2006). Cyberpals According to Kaley. Plain City, OH: Darby
Creek. 128pp. ISBN: 978-58196-051-8 (Hardcover); $15.95.
Fourth grader, Kaley Bluster, is back and this time her language arts assignment
is to write to an international cyberpal using e-mail. Written in journal form,
emotion icons such as %:-( describe Kaley as she begins her Cyberpal Unit. Kaley
first learns how to be a cyberpal, then how to use slanguage (chat speak) and
emotion icons and in turns learns about life. Cyberpals According to Kaley is lol
funny as you become engaged in not only Kaley's e-mails with her cyberpals but
with her notes to and from her teacher, Mr. Serrano. BTW, fans of Marissa Moss'
Amelia's Notebook (Simon & Schuster, 2006) series will cheer for Kaley's chapter
book feel. Dian Curtis Ryan hits the mark with this fast-paced, amusing exchange
of correspondences. Cyberspace rocks when ''You've Got Mail!" (LAB)

Informational
Barker, Charles Ferguson. (2005). Under Michigan: The Story of Michigan's
Rocks and Fossils. Traverse City, MI: Mackinac Island Press. unpaged.
ISBN: 0-81443-3088-6 (Hardcover); $18.95.
In The Day the Great Lakes Drained Away, also by Charles Barker (reviewed
Fall 2005), we learned that we must all work together to keep the Great Lakes
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safe. Now Barker presents, through illustrations and text, the story of what lies
beneath Michigan. Well-documented and researched, he answers the question
"Have you ever wondered what's under Michigan?" Barker, a geologist, also provides a glossary and additional resources for learning more about Michigan's rocks
and fossils. Another must have for Great Lakes classrooms, Under Michigan: The
Story of Michigan's Rocks and Fossils, is kid-friendly resource into the geologic
structure of Michigan. (LAB)

Govenar, Alan. (2006). Extraordinary Ordinary People: Five American Masters
of Traditional Arts. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick. 86 pp. ISBN: 0-76362047-5 (Hardcover). $22.99.
Hamanaka, Sheila & Ohmi, Ayano. (1999). In Search of the Spirit: The Living National Treasures of Japan. (Ill. by Sheila Hamanaka). New York:
Morrow Junior Books. 48 p. ISBN: 0-688-14608-2 (Hardcover), 0-68814607-4 (Paperback); $16.89.
This is a "two-fer": one new book and one of my favorites from the past. When
Sheila Hamanaka published In Search of the Spirit: The Living National
Treasures of Japan in 1999, I couldn't stop talking about it; the entire book
was a work of art and the concept was remarkable. I still book talk it in class
and take it along when I am invited to read aloud at schools. Now I have a
companion book-with a slight difference. In Search of the Spirit is about
Japan; Extraordinary Ordinary People is about American artists. These five
individ-µ_als are involved in unusual crafts: one man constructs sailboats and
ocean-going lobster boats by hand; a woman uses her grandfather's loom to
make rugs; Qi Shu Fang teaches others the ancient art of the Peking Opera in
THE HERO ScHLIEMANN
her new home, New York City. All in all, this volume can expose students to a
THE DR:EANCE"l?. WHO DUG FOB. TROY
world of experiences they may never have imagined.
Schlitz, Laura Amy. (2006). The Hero Schliemann: The Dreamer Who Dug For
Troy. (Ill. by Robert Byrd). Cambridge, MA: Candlewick. 76 pp. ISBN:
0-7636-2283-4 (Hardcover). $17.99.
If Heinrich Schliemann had been a girl, his life could have been described as a
Cinderella story. Schliemann struggled to escape the poverty of his childhood
and became rich beyond his-and our-most outrageous imaginings. He was so
rich he could entertain his dream of following the trail of landmarks in Homer's
epic, The Iliad, in search of the mythical-or real?-city of Troy. This book would
make a fabulous companion to the stories of ancient Greece, but it is also a
fascinating stand-alone biography of a man who wrote his own destiny.
Oppenheim, Joanne. (2006). Dear Miss Breed. New York: Scholastic Nonfiction.
288 pp. ISBN:0- 43-956-9923 (Hardcover). $22.99.
·
Miss Clara Breed was a young librarian in San Diego when the Japanese bombed
Pearl Harbor in 1941. She had established a vibrant children's program at the
downtown branch where most of her patrons were Japanese or first generation
Americans. Regardless of their status as citizens or immigrants, these children
and their families were rounded up and incarcerated for most of World War II.
Oppenheim tells their stories through the letters, postcards, and photographs they
mailed to their favorite librarian-who faithfully dispatched books and any other
supplies they requested. This is a book for more advanced readers, but it would be
a wonderful resource in conjunction with other period pieces about the Japanese
internment camps, whether informational text, picture storybooks, or historical
fiction.
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Poetry
A number of innovative volumes of poetry have been released recently. You might
be interested in the following picture storybook additions to this genre:

Lewis, J. Patrick & Dotlich, Rebecca Kai. (2006). Castles: Old Stone Poems.
(Ill. by Dan Burr). Honesdale, PA: Wordsong. unpaged. 1-59078-380-8
(Hardcover); $18.95.
Greenfield, Eloise. (2006). The Friendly Four. (Ill. by Jan Spivey Gilchrist). New
York: HarperCollins/Amistad. 48 pp. ISBN: 0-06-000759-1 (Hardcover);
$16.99.
Greenfield, Eloise. (2006). When the Horses Ride By: Children in the Times of
War. (Ill. by Jan Spivey Gilchrist). New York: Lee & Low Books. unpaged.
ISBN: 1-58430-249-6 (Hardcover); $17.95.
Myers, Walter Dean & Myers, Christopher. (2006). Jazz. (Ill. by Christopher
Myers). New York: Holiday House. unpaged. ISBN: 0-8234-1545-7 (Hardcover); $18.95.
Prelutsky, Jack & Raschka, Christopher. (2007). Good Sports. (Ill. by Chris
Raschka). New York: Alfred A. Knopf. unpaged. ISBN: 0-375-83700-0
(Hardcover); $16.99.
Sidman, Joyce. (2006). Meow Ruff: A Story in Concrete Poetry. (Ill. by Michelle
Berg). Boston: Houghton Mifflin. unpaged. ISBN: 0-618-44894-2 (Hardcover). $16.00.
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